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Enver Albertovich Nabiev, call sign “Caspian,” was born
in  Kaspiysk, Dagestan ASSR, into ¢ close-knit

working-class family. After graduating from schoof in his
hometown, pe enrolled at the Kazan Higher Tank

Combined Arms Army, Eastern Military District He was
deployed from the first days of the special military

After completing combpat operations on the Kyiv axis,

abiev remained in service and took part in subsequent
fighting. His service continued to be tied to tank units and

carried out with pijs formation, During his
service, he




Check it one more time.
You might’ve managed to lose

something_ in the last five
minutes.

Z You are young, full
a1 of energy, and already
grumpy.

-

I am not grumpy at all.

I have just known you a long
time. When you are too diligently
busy with something, it means
you are bound to come out with
something like that in a minute.




Commander,
you are still running
through the training ground
in your head right now,
aren’tyou?

That is why they drilled us
for years until we were drenched
in sweat: so that, at the right
moment, our hands would
remember the sequence
of actions on their own.

Three experienced
servicemen who so far only
know how to do everything

p
the part espgcially
convincingly.

I have trained for it for many
years, actually.

What if it turns out
to be a little different there
from how they ainted
it at the brietings?

It will, but we know our job,
so that is what we work from.
We do not get worked up ahead
of time; we watch carefully what

is happening around us. Then the situation

=1 itselfwill show us where | =
1 we have to think faster
than any textbook.




Allright, boys, to the vehicles. Time is up.

First point: (I%iat. There we link up with

the Bryansk OMON and block the garrison
near the checkpoint.

_So far, everything
is going as we were
taught?

So far, yes. We’ll see how
you put what you've learned
into practice.
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~ PRYPIAT CHECKPOINT,
SEVERAL HOURS LATER
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Are you sure you want
to go in there to negotiate.’

aybe we should blow s
the whole thing to helland /| | S
be done with it? ” Nl % 7

We will always have time ' D S

to blow it apart. As long as
they are willing to talk, we &
> have to at least try. sl
\ AN ) >
/("e\u = If we can end this : [«
: : without shooting, what | . [l-x7/1
is the point of starting | [iil|
with it? (Il
And if they do 77 R
not want to make . NTC——
adeal? ey :
\ > g
Then we will return to your e
option. Itis not going =
('J anywhere. ——

LRGN

R e | //
< % ” 47 \‘//
e = -

=



x L S ) e
oo 'S % &
N (" Bold, no doubt about that. DV T 0
{1}y |\  Noone knows for sure what e i | «NPUNSATE | !
their answer to him will be D=\ a3 W
- in there right now. ! e ‘
1]
1 - = i ‘1‘ ‘ | ‘ \‘j "
| g = - g |
U = il sz |
T S ., - =
A RN e s T 3
. '_‘! . ) o e B
eI o —
P = He looks like he knows
o exactly what he is doing.
It is scary to watch from
= the outside.
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Looks that way.
If the conversation had gone
badly, we would not have
\ ~_to guess right now.
Y/ Would you go in like
that yourselves?

Y I can explain it all to you
propeljyund nicely right now,
f

Y but standing behind those gates —
and unarmed, too — it would be
a completely different
conversation.

It is unusual to hear such
a careful “I don’t know”
from a commander.

" comein handy. Sometimes
it is much more useful than
__confident nonsense,

]




PRYPIAT CHECKPOINT,
AN HOUR AND A HALF LATER
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He finally talked them )
into it. And not a single shot
the whole time.
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Now | wonder at exactly
] what’roint he realized they would

ly come out and were not just |

\ actua
! stalling.




Were youreally sure
weapons would only get |

: \' in the way there?

Iwas sure of only one thing: "'
if walked in carrying a gun, there \
might be no conversation at all.

& And without a conversation, [
we had only one option left —
‘ a far bloodier one.

k| |
It all went by the book, L
that s clear. But sitting in there 'l
for an hour and a half and knowing
what else could still be said... that
is not in any textbook.

=7 been serving for just one N NN —— ]
\ day. We gain experience 0* | T

little by little.

And our first battle
did not happen again.

Do not rush events. \g"
We have only just started; S
everything is still ahead. &




NEAR BEREZOVKA VILLAGE, ZHYTOMYR-KYIV HIGHWAY,
A COUPLE OF DAYS LATER
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The tree line on the right is clear,”
nothing suspicious. I just do not like
these brief skirmishes. It is as if they

. are not committing seriously, but
\. Waiting until we move farther on.

J

»
v

Maybe they are waiting.
Hold your sectors like in training;
keep your eyes open. We will see

the rest from the situation.

Roger. It is convenient

for you in the fourth vehicle

\ now, Commander: you have
\ the whole crew in view.

. -
So you in the third vehicle, do
not relax too much — I can
see everything now.
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It has gone awfull ‘i'%/ A&,g / / -
quiet around us. After ' —~7/,,
those hit-and-runs, it feels & \ \ 1
strange. :

=

Do not work yourself up
ahead of time. Watch your
sector carefully.

That is far more useful than
sitting around and guessing
where they might come from.

: I am watching,
v/ 1am just saying I do not
I like this silence.

Now | agree with Furia, Before,

they at least kept picking at us

alittle, but now it is as if they
deliberately went quiet.

<

That is exactly what | have
been telling you. It is as if they

are waiting for something,

building up their strength.

Asifitis about
to blow any
second now.
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Everyone listen to me. Set up
all-round defense, Lapa and Furia,
cover your directions. Do not let
e anyone get close to the vehicles.
> The rest, find
the wounded and pull \g
people out from
under fire,

7

i

g%
Commander... ]
the first vehicle

_is definitely a fatality.

I see it, Furia, I see everything.

Now watch where the next ones may come
from. We are already too late for the first
vehicle, but we can still keep them from
taking the others.

A:?EL




There are wounded!
The medic got hit, and the medical
platoon commamlier is wounded
‘ too! ]

‘ Ry

Then we do not wait for the medics.
Whoever can move helps pull the others
out. And do not burn through the ammunitio
; Jjust because of smoke. £

Ifyou see a target, engage it.
Ifyou do not see anyone, do not
shoot just to calm yourselves

down — it will do no good. _4

Remember the training ground,
\  boys. We do not need to invent
3 anything new right now; it has all
v been practiced already.

Everyone knows
their sector, and inside the circle
we deal with the people
and equipment,

—Z 1

Caspian, we cannot

\V\)3#/  getthrough to higher
= ( command at all. No response
“ » whatsoever — just silence.

y  Thenfor now, werelyon X
ourselves. Donqtbreak the circle \~
under any circumstances, £

If they come at us,
we meet them where we see
them, not where we think
they ought to be.




.| SEVERAL DAYS LATER

When you took me into your
unit, Commander, you somehow
forgot to mention two days without
sleep and the same tree line
the whole time.

N T

If 1 had known all of it
in advance and told you, would
W\ you not have asked for a more
\ interesting assignment? _

Exactly. | am so sick of this
tree line that | have learned
every tree there in two days.

" And riﬂ'hﬂy so. For the second “\ :

day, they have been circling
around in small groups, looking
for where we will show weakness.

Two days ago, any movement
inside would make everything
clench into a fist.

= But now you are beginning
to tell when they are merely probin
the defense and when they are really
launching a serious attack.




) Our guys. And judging
by the vehicles, no one simply
gave them the road here.
)

Y \




Caspian, we fought our
way through to you. We are holding
the corridor for now, but it will not
\ last long — we need to huny. Where

are your wounded!?

They are all gathered

in the center, under armor. We get
them out first, Then we pull out all
damaged equipment that can still
be taken with us.

We will have to fight our N7
way back too, keep that
in mind. They are waiting /-

for us there aswell. _A

Vo i

Then we go together. You provide
cover while we pull out the people
and equipment; then we pick you up

and leave as one group. =

)/

For two days they came
at us from every direction
and gave us no rest. I even feels
strange that we will finally move

somewhere.

First we get out of here dlive,
then you can be happy about
_ the change of scenery.




AU yKRAINE BORDER
RN 700 MONTHS LATER
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So, Commander,

~\ it looks like the Kyiv axis is finally

ending for us.

Just a little farther,
and we can stop looking
over our shoulders every

five minutes.

/" First get all the way out
of here, then celebrate
the end of the tour.

Caspian, come in.
Our reconnaissance group has been
blockaded by the enemy: around ten
of ours, around sixty of theirs.

Your task is to move out
to relieve them and ensure
the group can break out.




Furia, turn around and follow
them. The scouts are blockaded,
and we are going to their aid in two
vehicles.

Understood. Turning
around now, Commander.

There we go. | had almost
believed we would be driving
in only one direction today.

Do not get used to it. In our
work, the route sometimes
changes faster than you can
memorize it,
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VILLAGE ON THE WITHDRAWAL ROUTE,
SEVERAL HOURS LATER
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Well, the road looks
considerably friendlier now.

=" 7 Donotadmire it too much, <

We did not come here to improve
the scenery; we still have to get [ =
our people out. IZ—N

Six to one, Commander.
If someone had told me those
odds in advance, | would not
have signed up for them.

And would you signup
again to save our soldiers? &

1 would even underline
my signature. The main
thing is gettinkg everyone
back.







No way. There is no one
there at all — so who fired?

They are operating
it remotely. I have never
seen anything like it.

e\




Commander, the gun \
is not responding!
Itis jammed solid!

=N N

Where are you
going?

We have to get them across
the road. The gun is silent, so we
will support them with what
we have left.




The last ones
are leaving! Commander,
enough — get down, do
you hear me?




RUSSIAN ARMED FORCES EVACUATION POINT,
SEVERAL HOURS LATER
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 Allten scouts made it out;

- > Iall of ours arehhere.c We didngt
\—=—7 leave anyone there, Commander, \}
@ so yo{l did not crawl under

/I shrapnel for nothing.
8 (W] So, Commander, are you going
| tolive? Lapa drove you here so
carelessly, as if he would not
hear the passenger’s review
* afterward.

7in him
o the vehicle.
So it was full service: loading,
delivery, and no unnecessary stops. == W 4 - »
' — _sss=w=—===_/ Only the vehicle was
s i e Y shaking. Otherwise,
o= iy - it was bearable.
AR ~ _

| B

I got the fragment out and dressed
the wound. You are definitely
going to live. _

N,
)




I told you he looked
perfectly healthy. No need
to panic and shout

like that.

Z——

Thanks for the diagnosis,
Furia. | did not know we had
a psychic medic among us.




And what now, -
Commander? Where do
we move next? /

First, I will heal up a little,
then I will come back to you.
It looks like we have only just

begun here.

CASPIAN, LAPA, AND FURIA DID NOT COME TO WAR AS NOVICES: THEY HAD YEARS OF SERVICE BEHIND THEM
AND TRAINING DRILLED INTO AUTOMATISM. IT WAS THIS SCHOOLING THAT HELD THEM TOGETHER IN THEIR
FIRST REAL BATTLE — HELPING THEM SET UP ALL-ROUND DEFENSE, EVACUATE THE WOUNDED, AND ACT
WHEN THERE WAS NO COMMUNICATION WITH HIGHER COMMAND. BUT THEN CAME WHAT CANNOT
BE TAUGHT IN ADVANCE.

WAR ADDED ITS OWN EXPERIENCE TO THEORY: TWO DAYS OF DEFENSE, THE RESCUE OF SCOUTS, DECISIONS
MADE IN UNCERTAINTY, AND WEAPONS THEY HAD NEVER ENCOUNTERED BEFORE. ENVER NABIEV WAS
LATER AWARDED THE TITLE HERO OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION, AND AT THE TIME OF THIS MATERIAL,
HE REMAINED IN SERVICE. HIS BAPTISM OF FIRE BECAME THE POINT AT WHICH WHAT HAD BEEN LEARNED
FIRST MET THE UNPREDICTABLE. TRAINING GAVE THEM A FOUNDATION; WAR FORCED THEM TO GO ON —
NOW IN THEIR OWN STEP, WITH THEIR OWN EXPERIENCE AND AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE COST OF EVERY
DECISION.
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